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Affeéting Narrative of the Battle between the brave Swifs 
and their French Oppreffors in September, 1798. 


{ Written on the Spot, by a refpectable Native of Switzerland.) 


T was in the valley of Stantz that the difcontent broke 

out, which more fecretly agitated the other vallics of the 
{mall cantons, who had been diffuaded, by repeated intrigues, 
from joining the inhabitants of Lower Underwalden. Left 
entirely to themfelves, the latter entered, notwithftanding, 
into the, refolution of perifhing with arms in their hands, 
rather than furvive the fubjugation of their country. 

Having affembled to the number of 12 or 1400, they en- 
trenched themfelves at Stantzftadt, on the borders of the 
lake of Lucerne, at the entrance of the valley of Stantz; 
where they ere&ted batteries, and made their difpofitions with 
judgment. 

On the 9thof September in the morning, a ftrong French 
column leaving Lucerne, on rafts loaded with artillery, pro- 
ceeded to attack thefe heroes, and were thrice repulfed. A 
fingle difcharge from the fhore funk two barks carrying five 
hundred men. 

The French were difcouraged, and refufed to return to 
the charge. At this critical moment General Schawenbourg 
promifed areward of athoufand crowns (125].) to the firft 
boat that fhould land, and declared that he would ordera 
difcharge of canifter-fhot to be fired upon thofe who fhould 
attempt to fall back. 
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This meafure produced its effe&t; a bark made the fhore, 
anddanded two mortars, with which a battery was di{mounted, 
and the diiembarkation of the rel of the column facilitated. 
Afthe fame time a fecond flill ftronger column doubled the 
eaftern extremity of the lake-at Alpnach, and by bye-paths 
came upon the left of the little band of Stantzftadt, who 
were almoft as foon affailed on the rear by: a third column 
that had landed at Buchs and Stantz, and were thus com- 
pletely furrounded by forces ten dames fuperior to them in 
2114 7 eT. 

Phe a~-began the battle and the carnage. Our ruftic §he- 
roes fire on every fide, fight foot to foot, rufh among the 
ent tes ranks, flay andare flain. Thefe mountaineers were 
feen prefling French ofhcers to death in their nervous arms ; 
old men;-Women, and children, roufed by the noble exam. 


1 \ f . } eee P 
ple, and catching the enthufiafm of their fons, of their huf- 
bands, and of their fathers, appeared. throwing themfelves 


° , + ’ . , r 
into the midit of the French battalions, arming. themfelves 
with clubs, pikes, pieces of'mufkets, nay, the very limbs 
of the human body, {lrewing the ground with carcafes, and 


falling with the fatisfaGtion of having fought to maintain 


r native land free trom a foreign yoke. 


lible refiftance exafperated the French foldier 


( 
AE i When he had OPAL beleeeag et nate’ Diy “sent 
to madncls. Viren he had no more victims wuoie throats 


h¢ might cut upon the held of battle, he fought them in 
the valley, which from one end to the other became a prey 
to flames and to the moft horrible carnage. Firfl Stantz- 
{tadt, then the villages, the hamlets, the numerous habitations 
{pread about, the borough of Stantz, houfes, barns, flables, 


fas three leagues round, were {et on fire, given up to pillage, 
and laid waite with a cruelty, with a barbarity unknown in 
, 7 al 
mocern hiliory. 
The ferocioufnefs of the Frencl ted itfelf very 
he terociouinels o: the French vented itielf upon every 
] ‘ ] ] } { sand 
living creature, and upon the bodies of thole who had jul 
expired, without diflinétion of age or of fex, and with cir- 
: ‘ : S : : 
cumilances of monitrous inhumanity, which makes thofe 
rl hear th ] } th } \ ] ! } -e 
who, hear them fhudder with horror, and of which I {pare 





your feelings the recital. 
he smhabi:tants of Schwitz, who had at fir been inclined 
to join the difconteyted, but who had been refirained, from 
on & i= aed ail al Se 
ca object and ext t ot t expedition being concealed, 
nearing the cannonade im t morning, were afhamed 
having deferted their brethren. Twohundred of them haf- 
til " mfe flee the poll which the French had 
[ irm tnemi ; e the pofl which the French hac 
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ellaglined at Brunnen to intercept the communication of 
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the 
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the two cantons, and towards the end of the day arrive at 
Stantz, the conflagration of which, raging at its height, 
{hows them the refult of the aétion. 

Upon this, thofe men worthy of their anceftors, {wear in 
the faceof Heaven not to outlive the fate of their brethren, 
and to revenge them in dying: They rufh inftantly upon 
body of fix hundred Frenchmen, who were fent to oppofe 
them, and whom they exterminate. Frefh corps come up, 
and they are overcome by numbers; but not one of thofe 
heroes violated his oath—one and all died i in arms ! 

What ftrength of charaéter ! what a leflon to degenerate 
natures, who boaft of being the loversof liberty! But why 
fo Jate in devoting themfelyes thus fublimely ? A year ago 
it wend have faved Switzerland. The French attacked and 
deftroyed thofe unfortunate mountaineers with a force. of 
10 or 11,000 men: The battle lafted from five o’clock m 
the morning till fix inthe evening. 

It is very eafy to fay that they were fanaticifed by their 
priefts. That tanaticifm is at leaft a glorious and a ufeful 
one, that makes men encounter death in defence of their 
laws, their liberty, and their country. An attempt has been 
made to render thofe martyrs ridiculous, by making the Ca- 
puchin, Paul Stigger, their General : It is the fafhion of the 
day : But the falfity of this folly is demonftrated by the 
excellent military difpofitions they made, according to the 
confeflion of their oppreflors themfelves. No; their glory 
is pure, their facrifice was entire. KReduced to their own 
forces alone, they did not appear to have hoped for a-mo- 
ment not to fall; but, attached to their liberty, to their cuf- 
toms, to their foil, much more than to their lives, they would 
have thought themfelves difhonoured forever, hi id they fur- 
vived the ruin of their country. We may deplore fo fruit- 
lefs a patriotifm, yet “ all but adoration is its due.” 

Some day, when my children are old enough to under: 
ftand me, 1 will go with them to Stantzftadt, and upon the 
fallen heaps of that valley, upon the graves of thofe noble 
fellows, I will fay to them: ~ Here mibat lived a fimple and 
a happy people, flrangers to the luxury and to the corrup- 
tion of towns, as well as to the ambition and difputes of 
great ftates ; their days pafled pec aceably in the bofom of 
nature, and they were fheltered. by their mountains and their 
morals. A formidable enemy came upon them when they 
were deprived of the power of preferving their ancient inde- 
pendence; butahey fought to the laft, and buried themfeives 
under the ruins of their habitations rather than live flaves 

N 2 within 














84 THE WEEKLY%ENTERTAINER. 


within them. Let the memory of this heroifm teach you 
what your country has a right to expeé from you; and re- 
member,” will I add, “ if Switzerland fhould be ftill under 
the yoke, remember that you have a country that calls for 
vengeance.” 





> 


Curious Anecdotes related by the late Earl of Orford. 
EGULARLY after breakfaft, in the fummer feafon, at 


leaft, Mr. Walpole ufed to mix bread and milk ina 
large bafon, and throw it out at the window of the fitting- 
room, for the fquirrels ; who foon after came down from the 
high trees, to enjoy their allowance. This inftance of tame- 
nefs and confidence led to one yet more remarkable, related 
by Mr. Walpole. 

““ When I vifited the old Earl of Pembroke, at Wilton, 
he would always before dinner cut a flice of bread into 
{mall dice, and f{pread them on the chimney-piece of the 
dining room. I was at firft furprifed at this ceremony, till 
I faw a number of mice creep from invifible crevices, to 
partake the Earl’s unufual hofpitality.’ 

Dr. Ducarel was a poor creature. He was keeper of the 
library at Lambeth; and I wanted acopy of that limning 
there, which is prefixed to my Royal and Noble Authors. 
Applying to the Doftor, I found nothing but delays; I muft 
purchafe. his works, and take fome of his antiques at an ex- 
orbitant price, &c. Completely difgufted, ‘I applied to 
the Archbifhop himfelf, who immediately permitted a draws 
ing to be taken. 

Fontenelle, in his old age, was very deaf, and was always 
attended in CHenpany by a nephew, a talkative vain young 
man. When any thing remarkable had efcaped Fontenelle’ s 
auditory nerve, he ufed to apply to his nephew, “ What 
was faid?” ‘l'iis coxcomb would often anfwer, “ Uncle, 
I faid—” Bah! was the conftant retort of the philofopher. 

. Lady Coventry, the celebrated beauty, killed herfelf with 
painting. She bedaubed herfelf with white, fo as to flop 
the peripiration. Lady Mary Wortley Montague was more 
prudent ; fhe went often into the hot bath, to fcrape off the 
paint, which was almofl as thick as plafter ona wall. 

The firit volume of Gibbon’s Hif ftory is fo highly finithed, 
that it refembles a rich piece of painting in enamel. The 
fecond and third volumes are of inferior compofition. The 
three laft feem to me ina medium, between the firft volume 
and the two next. 
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Narrative of a Voyage round the World, in the Years 
1785, 1786, 1787, and 1788, by Z. F. G. De La 
Peroufe ; publifhed conform ably to the Decree of the 
National Afi m 0 of the 22d of April, 1791, and 
edited by M. L, A. Millet-Mureau. 


(Continued from Page 75.) 


T one o’clock in the afternoon I returned to the tent, 

with the intention of going on board, in order that 
M. de Clonard, the next in command, might, in his turn, 
come on fhore: I there found almoft every one without 
either hat or handkerchief; our forbearance had emboldened 
the thieves, and I had fared no better than the reft. An 
Indian who had affifted me to get down from a terrace, after 
having rendered me this fervice, took away my hat, and fled 
at full {peed, followed as ufual by the reft. I did not order 
him to be purfued, not being willing to have the exclufive 
right of being proteéted from the fun, and obferving that 
almoft every perfon was without a hat, I continued to ex- 
amine the terrace, a monument that has given me the higheft 
opinion of the abilities of the earlier inhabitants for build- 
ing, for the pompous word architefture cannot with pro. 
priety be made ule of here. It appears that they have never 
had the leaft knowledge of any cement, but they cut and 
divide the ftones in the moft perfe€&t manner : They were 
alfo placed and joined together according to all the rules of 
art. 

I made a colleétion of fpecimens of thefe ftones ; they 
confift of lava of different compatinefs. The lighteft, and 
that which confequently would be the fooneft decompofed, 
forms the outer foil in the interior of the ifland ; that which 
is next the fea confifts of a lava much more compaét, fo as 
to make alonger refiftance ; but I do not know any inftru- 
ment or matter hard enough, in the poffeflion of thefe 
iflanders, to cut the latter flones; perhaps a longer con. 
tinuance on the ifland might have furnifhed me with fome 
explanations on this fubjeét.’ At two o’clock I returned on 
board and M. de Clonard went on fhore. Soon afterwards 
two officers of the Aftrolabe arrived, to inform me that the 
Indians had juft commited a new theft, which might be at- 
tended with more ferious confequences. Some divers had 
cut under water the {mall cable of the Aftrolabe’s boat, and 
had taken away her grapnel, which had not been difcov ered 


till 
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86 
till the robbers were pretty far advanced into the interior of 
the ifland. As this grapnel was neceflary to us, two officers 
and feveral foldiers purfued them ; but they were aflailed 
by a fhower of ftones. A mufquet, loaded with powder, 
and fired in the air, had no effeét ; they were at length under 
the neceflity of firing one with {mall fhot, fome grains of 
which doubtlefs ftruck one of thofe Indians, tor the ftoning 
ceafed, and our ofhicers were able peaceably to regain our 
tent; but it was impoflible to overtake the robbers, who 
muft have been aftonifhed at not having been able to weary 
our patience. 

They foon returned around our tent, recommenced the 
offers of their women, and we were as good friends as at 
our firft interview. At length, -at fix in the evening, every 
thing was re-embarked, the boats had returned on board, 
and I made the fignal to prepare for failing. Before we got 
under way, M. de Langle gave me an account of his journey 
into the interior of the ifland, which I fhall relate in the fol- 
Jowing chapter: He had fown the feeds in different parts of 
the road, and had given the iflanders proofs of the greatett 
good willtowardsthem. I will, however, finifh their por- 
trait by relating, that a fort of chief, to whom M. de Langle 
made a prefent of a he and fhe goat, received them with one 
hand, and robbed him of his h andker« hief with the other. 

It is certain, that thefe people have not the fame idea of 
theft that we have ; with them, probably, no fhame is at- 
tached to it; butthey very well knew, that they committed 
an unjuit attion, fince they immediately took to flight, in 
order to avoid the punifhment which they doubtlefs feared, 
and which we fhould certainly have infliéted on them in pro- 
portion to the crime, had we made any confiderable ftay in 
the ifland ; for our extreme lenity might have ended by pro- 
ducing difagreeable confequences. 

No one, after having read the narratives of the later na- 
vigators, can take the Indians of the South Sea for favages ; 
they have on the contrary made very great progrefs in civi- 
hization, and I think them as corrupt as the circumftances in 
which they are placed will allow themtobe. This opinion 
of them is not founded uponthe different thefts which they 
committed, but upon the manner in which they efleéted them. 
The molt hardened rogues of Europe, are not fuch great 
hy pocrites as thefe iflanders ; all their careffes were feigned; 
their countenances never expreffed a fingle fentiment of 
truth; and the man of whom it was neceffary to be molt 
diftruftful, was the Indian to whom a prefent- had that mos 
ment 
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ment been made, and who appeared the moft eager to return 
for it a thoufand little fervices. 

I found again in this country all the arts of the Society 
Ifles, but with much fewer means of exercifing them, for 
want of the raw mafterals. Their canoes have alfo the fame 
form, but they are compofed only of very narrow planks, 
four or five feet long, and at moft can carry but four men. 
I have only feen three of them in this part of the ifland, and 
I fhould not be much furprifed, if ina fhort time, for want 
of wood, there fhould not be a fingle one remaining there. 
They have, befides, learned to make fhift without them; and 
they {wim forexpertly, that in the moft tempeftuous fea they 
go two leagues fromthe fhore, and in returning to land, often, 
by way of frolic, choofe thofe places where the furf breaks 
with the greatelt fury. 

The coaft appeared to me not to abound much in fifh, and 
I believe that the inhabitants live chiefly on vegetables; their 
food confifts of potatoes, yams, bananas, fugar canes, and a 
finall fruit which grows upon the rocks onthe fea fhore, 
fimilar to the grapes that are found-in parts adjacent to the 
tropic inthe Atlantic Ocean; the few fowls that are found 
upon the ifland cannot be confidered as a refource. Our 
navigators did not meet with any land bird, and even fea fowl 
are not very common. 

The fields are cultivated with a great-deal of fkill. They 
roct up the grafs, lay it in leaps, burn it, and thus fertilize 
the earth with its afhes. The banana trees are planted in a 
ftraight line. They alfo cultivate the garden night-fhade, 
but I am ignorant what ufe they make of it; if I knew they 
had-veffels which could ftand fire, I fhould think, that, as at 
Madagafcar or the Ile of France, they eat it in the fame 
manner as they do [pinage: But they have no other method 
of cooking their provifion than that of the Society Iles, 
ig ahole, and covering their yams 
and pot&toes with red hot ftones and embers, mixed with 


, BS. ’ » ° 1 
which confifls in diggin 


earth, fo that cvery thing which they eat is cooked as inan 
afinefs with which they meafured the fhip fhowed, 
I been inattentive {peétators of our arts 
they examined our cables, anchors, compafs and wheel, anc 
they returned the next day with a cord to take the m 
ovg again, which made me think, that they had had fome 
difcuffions on fhore upon the fubjeé, and that they fad flill 
doubts relative to it. I efleem them far lefs, becaufe they 
appeared to me capable of refleftion. One reflestion will, 
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perhaps efcape them, namely, that we employed no violence 
againft them ; though they were not ignorant of our being 
armed, fince the mere prefenting a firelock in fport made 
them run away : On the contrary, we landed on the ifland 
only with an intention to do them fervice ; we heaped pre- 
fents upon them, we careffed the children ; we fowed in 
their fields all kinds of ufeful feeds ; prefented them with 
hogs, goats, and fheep, which probably will multiply ; we 
demanded nothing in return ; neverthelefs they threw ftones 
at us, and robbed us of every thing which it was poflible for 
them totake away. It would, perhaps, have been imprudent 
in other circumflances to conduét ourfelves with fo much 
Jenity ; but I had refolved to go away in the evening, and 
I flattered myfelf that at day-break, when they no longer 
perceived our fhips, they would attribute our fpeedy depar- 
ture to the juft difpleafure we éntertained at their pro- 
ceedings, and that this reflelion might amend them ; though 
this idea is a little chimerical, it is of no great confequence 
to navigators, as the ifland offers {carcely any refource to 
fhips that may touch there, befides being at no great diftance 
from the Society Ifles. 

Eafter Ifland, difcovered in 1722, by Roggewein, appears, 
according to Peroufe, to have experienced a reverfe in its 
population, and in the produéts of its foil: This at leaft 
might be inferred from the remarkable difference in the ac- 
counts of thefe two navigators. The reader who may be 
defirous to reconcile them ought to confult ““ The Voyage 
of Roggewein,”’ printed at the Hague in 1739, or the 
extraét which the prefident Des Broffes has given of it in his 
work, intitled, “ Hiftoire des Navigations aux Terres 


Auftrales.”—( French Editor.) 





Journey of M. de Langleinto the Interior of Eafter Ifland, 


I fet out at eight o’clock in the morning, accompanied by 
Mefirs. Dagelet, De Lamanon, Dufrefne, Duché, the Abbé 
Mongés, Father Receveur, and the gardener ; we bent our 
courfe from the fhore two leagues to the eaftward, toward 
the interior of the ifland; the walk was very painful, acrofs 
hills covered with volcanic flones ; but 1 foon perceived 
that there were foot-paths, by which we might eafily proceed 
from houfe to houfe ; we availed ourfelves of thefe, and 
vifited many plantations of yams and potatoes. The foil of 
thefe plantations confilted of a very fertile vegetable earth, 
which the gardener judged proper for the cultivation of our 
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feeds: He fowed cabbages, carrots, beets, maize, and pump- 
kins ; and we endeavoured to make the iflanders underftand, 
that thefe feeds would produce roots and fruits which they 
might eat. They perfeétly comprehended us, and from that 
moment pointed out to us the beft fpots, fignifying to us the 
places in which they were defirous of feeing our new pro- 
duétions. We added to the leguminous plants, feeds of the 
orange, lemon, and cotton trees, making them comprehend, 
that thefe were trees, and that what we had before fown were 
plants. 

We did not meet with any other fmall fhrubs than the 
paper mulberry-tree*, and the mimofa. There were alfo 
pretty confiderable fields of garden nightfhade, which thefe 
people appeared to me to cultivate in the lands already ex- 
haufted by yams and potatoes. We continued our route 
toward the mountains, which, though of confiderable height, 
are all eafy of accefs, and covered with grafs ; we perceived 
no marks of any torrent orravine. After having gone about 
two leagues to the eaft, we returned fouthward toward the 
fhore which we had coafted the evening before, and upon 
which, by the affiftance of our telefcopes, we had perceived 
a great many monuments: Several were overthrown ; it ap- 
peared that the people did not employ themfelves in repair- 
ing them; others were ftanding upright, their bafes half 
deftroyed. The largeft of thofe that I meafured was fixteen 
feet ten inches in height, including the capital, which was 
three feet one inch, and which is of.a porous lava, very 
light; its breadth over the fhoulders was fix feet feven 
inches, and its thicknefs at the bafe two feet feven inches. 


(To be continued.) 


* Moras Papyrifera, abounding in Japan, where they prepare the 
bark of it to ufe as paper. ‘This bark, being extremely fibrous, 
ferves the women of Louifiana to make the different works with the 
filk which they draw out of it : The leaf is good for the nourifh- 
ment of filk-worms. This tree now grews in France.—( French 
Editor.) 





Ou the Propenjity of feveral Nations to hard Drinking. 
{From a Foreign Journal.} 


T is in general with whole nations, as with individuals ; 

the more noble and generous they are, fo much the more 
moderate are they in the enjoyments of fenfe ; and on the 
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contrary, the more bafe and ignoble, fo much the more pre. 
ponderant and unconquerable is their propenfity to fenfual 
pleafures of the grofler kinds. One main branch of fen. 
fuality is an inclination to intoxicating or flupefyi ing liquors 
and drugs ; and this inclination augments, in whole nations, 
allowing for fome particular exceptions, in equal proportion 
with the decline of fupertor mental powers, and the difpo- 
fition to great virtues and fignal exploits. Accordingly, all 
Sclavonian nations have ever been, as in general, more fen. 
{ual, fo alfo more irtemperate in the ufe of ftrong liquors, 
than the Not-Sclavonian ; and the former are again, in re. 
gard to gluttony, beyond all comparifon exceeded by the 
Mongolian nations. 

I here pafs by the Oriental nations, neither fhall I colle& 
together the univerfal teflimony of travellers concerning 
the gluttony of each particular Sclavonian nation, the Poles, 
the Illyrians, Moldavians, and Vallachians. 1 confine my- 
felf principally to the Ruff: ins, becaufe | find the moit ex. 
pre{s and accurate accounts of them in writers of the highef 
credit, fulficient to convince every one that the gluttony of 
the other Not-Sclavonian nations was never fo great as 
among the common Rutflians. 

When the elder Gmelin was on his travels through Si- 
beria, between the years 1733 and 1743, there happened no 
religious teflival, no civil annive fary , no family entertain- 
ment, which was not celebrated by all who afhifted at them 
by a general intoxication. This rage for drinking in the 
Rutlians of Siberia, Gmelin knew not how to compare to 
any thing but a contagious,’ burning fever, that attacked 
every age and rank and fex, which, though it had its inter- 
vals, foon 1 ned at ftated periods, with equal, or mcr ifed 
tury. © Dhis drinking tever always broke out more viole ntly 
and univerfally on the hie! , and therefore alfo in 
the Chriftmas week. Fiom Chriltmas to the Epiphany, 
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as the inhabitants of the place, and they had nothing to do 
but to wait there in patience till the paroxyf{m was over. 
Not only men, but women likewife, frequently drink them- 
{elves to death ; and it is afirrmed by Bruce, that in what is 

called the Butter-week, feldom a morning pafles in Mofcow, 
rv from ten totwelve perfons are found dead in the {treets, 
who have fallen down, and been frozen. Of fuch mortal 
intoxications we can the lefs doubt, on reading that a fingle 
boor wil! frequently drink in one day brandy to the amount 
of five rubles (about 22s, 6d.) 

Not lefs licentious than the Chriftmas week, were the 
Butter-week, as it is called, or the week before Lent, the 
Eafter-week, every faint’s day, every harveft or threfhing 
feaft, every confecration of a church, and all other folemn 
eccafions. Such feftivals and { folemnities often followed fo 
clofe on each other, that they were drunk for a whole month 
together, particularly in O€ober, from one feftival to 
another. At thefe times, when the Ruffians of Siberia were 
once fallen into this rage, it coft them inexpreffible efforts 
to return to their ufual way of life, and to be completely 
drunk only once in about every four days. 

The ordinary liquor for this purpofe, ufed by the Ruffians 
of Siberia, is bad brandy, and when this is wanting, a fort 
of beer, which they frequently render more inebriating 
by infufing a handful of the ephedra monoftachya— 
This herb has the peculiar property of producing fuch a 
furprizing intoxication, that thofe who are drunk with it 
continue finging and capering till they fall down to the 
ground. Whenthe brandy or the beer is all out, they then 
guzzle down the dregs, as every thing is of a good tafte to 
them that does but fill. 

The viceroy and governor in great towns, and, after their 
example, the fub-governor and fecretary, let no court-holi- 
day, and no namefday, or birthday, in their own family, pafs 
unfolemnized. To fuch teftivities, not only the officers, 
and the higher and lower orders of the clergy, but likewifle 
the moft confiderable perfons i in trade are invited. To the 
former, the moft choice foreign wines are ferved in abun. 
dance ; but to the latter, only anal is prefented inflead of 
wine, and yet no merchant goes away from table without 
leaving upon it half a ruble, or a ruble, for the honour of 
having been feafted at fo noble a board, by which cultom the 
expentes of the entertainment are greatly diminifhed. At 
the tables of the inferior viovedes the brandy is drunk, not 
Gut of common wine glaffes, but lar erne Sec fans or tumblers 
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and whoever at fuch bamquets has been the moft beaftly in * 


his drinking, and in his behaviour, has a rich prefent fent 
him the following day. Drunkennefs there at this prefent 
day is fo little difgraceful, that it is not taken amifs even in 
ladies of the beft breeding. It is not long ‘ago, that not 
only common peopie, but princes and ladies of quality, 


when fick, would drink whole goblets of brandy initead of 


the water prefcribed them by the phyfician. 
The generality of our readers would fcarcely believe that 
the Ruffians can be outdone in drinking by other nations; 


But they will think quite otherwife when they fhall have | 


read the following accounts of the exceffes of the Negroes 
and Americans. 


All travellers are agreed herein, that, among the Negroes, | 
not only men, but alfo women and children have an unfur. + 


mountable propenfity to ftrong liquors. In Africa, palm 
wine, and efpecially European brandy, and in the Wet 
Indies rum, are their favourite drinks. For procuring Eu. 
ropean brandy, kings fell their fubjeéts, hufbands their wives, 
and parents their children, for flaves to the Europeans, 
When they have obtained this water of life, or. fire-water, 
as they call it, they feldom leave it till they have feen the 
end of it. Thus, a Negro-king continued uninterruptedly 
drinking for fix days and nights, without taking the leat 
food. 

The Negroes ufually aflemble every afternoon in certain 
public buildings appropriated to that purpofe, and fuddle 


themfelves either in brandy, or for want of it, in palm-wine.| 


When the firft calls of thirft are filenced, and the head 
begins to grow warm, they order the wine to be brought in 


bottles holding one or two quarts, and continue drinking as | 


long as there is any left. In thefe drunken caroulals, 
women, and even children of three or four years old, take 


part, as the capacity of drinking a great deal is efleemed an | 


honourable art. Formerly, the drunkard, who wanted to 
make a figure, let two-thirds of the wine run down his beard. 
If, during their fenfelefs intoxication, they commit murder, 
or any other aét of violence, they, with the utmoft com- 
pofure, take no blame to themfelves, but lay the fault on the 
wine or the brandy. 

The Americans, beyond all other nations of their kind, } 
juftify the remark, that the flow and ftupid favages have 
never fhown greater ingenuity than in the difcovery of the 
artof making inflammatory liquors. There is hardly any 
eatable fruit, or root, or plant, from which they have not 
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learnt the method of preparing an intoxicating drink ; and 
many of the wildeft favages had, previous to the arrival of 
the Europeans, invented from fix to nine feveral kinds of 
ftrong liquors. 

The moft univerfal drink of the original Americans, is 
that which bears the name of chica, which indeed is pre- 
pared a great many different ways ; but the moft ufual is 
from maize, or Turkifh wheat. Some foak the maize in 
water, evenin feculent water. But commonly it is chewed 
by old women, and as often by young children, who {pit it 
out altogether into a Veffel, where it is left ftanding till the 
whole mafs has fermented. The Americans give feveral 
reafons why the maize is beft chewed, and why this maftica- 
tion fhould be performed by old women and young children. 
Namely, they pretend that it is acommon obfervation, that 
the chica never more perfeétly ferments. Even the Euro- 


_ropeans accuftom themfelves to the chica prepared in this 


manner; yetthey would take care not to drink it, if a living 
toad were thrown in and diffolved in it , as Gage faw done 
with his own eyes among the Indians of Guatimala. 

When the Americans have prepared a due quantity of 
this chica, they invite their friends to a jovial drinking-bout. 
Indeed, there are particular diftricts where the women ab- 
ftain from drinking at thefe fcenes of riot, and when their 
hufbands have had enough, carefully to put them to reft; 
but ufually the women and children take part, like the men, 
in thefe drunken frolics, and the women even give a good 
dofe of chica to their children at the breaft. When the 
Americans have once begun to caroufe, they obferve no 
bounds, but drink till they tail, bereft of their fenfes, on the 
earth. The drunkards refift with all their might any at- 
tempts to carry them off, and return with a kind of fury to 
the field of battle: And this, fays Ulloa, is not peculiar 
to Americans of any particular diitri€ts, but in shis they are 
every where alike. 

The moft violent vomitings not only do not in the leaft 
abate the drunken rage of the Americans, but rather inflame 
it more; and when they are relieved, and fomewhat frefhened 
by it, they fall to it again with redoubled avidity. Such 
drinking-bouts laft not only three or four days, during which 

every American drinks as much as would fill a large cafk, 
but at times, forten or fifteen days, nay, for three or four 
months, almoft without intermiflion, When any one falls, 
there he remains, whether in a heavy fhower of rain, or in 
@ morafs, or in a heap of filth, till he comes to himfelf, 
without 
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without letting any thing difturb him. Whena man feels 
the burning heat too exceflive, he makes great wounds in his 
head, in the temples, or the breait, or flicks a knife in the 
calf of the leg, in order to eafeh imfelf a little from the con. 
fuming fire by a copious lofs of blood. It almoft always 
happens that fome of them die from the exceflive draughts 
they have taken, and ftill more frequently that they come to 
bloody conflifts, in which feveral are either killed or 
wounded. All aéts of manflaughter and maiming com- 
mitted in fits of drunkennefs, appearto the Americans as 
perfeétly innocent, and are never revenged, cither by the ma- 
giftrate, or by the relations, or even by the wounded perfon 
himfelf. 

Ever fince the American favages have been acquainted 
with European brandy, or with the rum prepared by the Eu- 
ropeans, their eagernefs after intoxication is much increafed 
by a new incentive. They themfelves confefs that the fire- 
water kills them before their time, that it reduces them to 
poverty, that it. undermines their. a€tivity and vigour; but 

they add, that it is impoffible for them to abftain from it, and 
complain of the Europeans for having introduced among 
them fo dangerous and irrefiftible a liquor. For procuring 
brandy in South America, they fell all they have, even their 
wives and children ; and in Northern Louifiana it has often 
happened, that the moft faithful, and to all appearance the 
moft fenfible Indians, have murdered their matters at the 
chafe, only for the fake of getting poffeffion of his brat ndy- 
bottle. The laborious Indians, who work in the Spanifh 
mines, expendin a few hours in rum the hi lf of the mon ey 
that is paid them every Sunday; and mthe fame manner, 
the other Americans, women as well as men, throw away all, 
or the greateft part of the money they earn, and are there- 
fore obliged to put up with the moft wretched habitations, the 
vileft food, and the pooreft covering. When they have 
drunk out their flock of brandy, they beg the Europeans, 
with tears in their eyes, to give them more bitter water, o1 
demand it withthe utmoft affurance. In Peru, an Indian 
drank to the amount of feven pefos, or thirteen bottles of 
rum, inavery few hours, without feeling any other efleéis 
from it but a fenfelefs intoxication. Mr. Adair, unable to 
free himfelf from the importunity of an impudent favage for 
brandy, gave him a large bottle of pepper-water. The 
—— drank of this fiery diftillation till he was almoft 
u rer He was as little “ es however, by thefe 
: ainful effeéts, as another was alter a me! ry -making , though 
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from the violent agitation of his ftomach and bowels he fell 
breathlefs on the ground. When both had fomewhat re- 
covered, they broke out in pwnage praifes of the power- 
ful water, and the bountiful donor. Another time Adair was 
fo long perfecuted by-a favage for brandy, that he was at laft 
obliged to give him a quart of the ftrongeft {pirit of turpen- 
tine. The American prefently guiped it down, began to 
foam at the mouth, and fell fer nlelefs to the ground, but was 
in a few days quite recovered by the hot-bath and cooling 
drinks. 

Though it is agreed by all travellers that brandy and the 
fmall-pox have committed more ravages in America than the 
fword of the Europeans, yet it is no Jefs certain that number- 
lefs Americans can be guilty of the moft prodigious exceffes 
in drinking, without getting pleurifies, or other fickneffes, 
the ufual attendants on that praétice withus. With all their 
debauches, as Frazer informs us, they will reachto the age of 
a hundred years; and, without being bald or grey-headed, 
numbers are feen that are a hundred and twenty, or a hundred 
and thirty, or even of a greater age. 

The foregoing fatts are fufficient to convince ev ery one, 
that the propenfity of the Negroes and Americans to intoxi- 
cating liquors is of a kind altogether « sibiess. from the li- 
centioufnefs in that refpe&t of the European nations; and 
that the former as much exceed the latter in their avidity for 
inflammatory liquors, as in the capacity of drinking them 
in fuch quantities as would infallibly coft any European his 
Life 


An ACCOUNT of the SMALLEST REPUBLIC in 
EUROPE. 





MID the various opinions concerning the different 


4 modes of government, it is not univerfally known 
which is the {malleft republic in Europe. It 1s the village 
of Gerifat ¢ Switzerland, which is fituated on the eaftern 


branch of th Lake of Schwitz, at the foot of Mount Rigi. 
Its territory is only fix miles in length and three in breadth ; 


i ] f ] , ] it ¢ cre > + 

fituated partly ona fimall neck of land at the edge of the 
’ . c ; . . 

lake, and partly lying upon the rapla declivity of the Rigi. 
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for the only way of arriving at the town is by water, ex- 
_cepting anarrow path down the fleep fides of the mountain, 
which is almoft impaffable. 

Gerifau is compofed entirely of fcattered houfes and cot. 
tages of a very neat and pitturefque appearance. Each 
dwelling is provided with a field or {mall garden. The in- 
habitants are much employed in preparing filk for the manu- 
faétures of Bafle. This little republic is under the protec- 
tion of the four cantons of Lucerne, Uri, Schwitz, and 
Underwalden ; and in cafe of war, furnifhes its quota of 
men. 

To the ambitious politician, who judges of governments 
by extent of dominion and power, fuch a diminutive re- 
public, thrown into an obfcure corner, and {carcely known 
out of its own contratted territory, muft appear unworthy 
of notice; but the fmalleft {pot of earth on which true civil 
freedom is cultivated and flourifhes, cannot fail to intereft 
thofe who know the real value of liberty and independence, 
and are convinced that political happinefs does not confift in 
great opulence and extenfive empire. 





AN AN EC DOT E. 
A T Oodooanulla, atown of Bengal, which is feated on 


the weflern bank of the Ganges, 200 miles north of. 


Calcutta, are the remains of a palace, which about 130 years 
ago, was the refidence of Sultan Sujah; who having been 
appointed Soubah of Bengal, by his father, the Emperor 
Shah Jehan, made Oodooanulla the feat of government for 
that province. This palace, during the refidence of that 
Prince, was nearly deftroyed by fire. The zananah, or that 
part inhabited by the females of the family was totally con- 
fumed;. and a tradition prevails in this part of the country, 
that more than 300 women fell a facrifice to modefty on this 
occafion;. not one of them daring to fave herfelf, from a 
dread of being feen by the men. 





A REFLECTIO 


HOSE who refer every thing to opinion, refemble 

certain comedians who play ill, to be applauded when 
the public tafle is bad. An honeft man plays as well as he 
can, without thinking of the gallery. 
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CURIOUS SPECIMEN of ORTHOGRAPHY. 





EC’D of Mr. S— over Sere Seven Shiling and 

Theer Pence For Tow Paier of Childern Shews be 
Loning To Henry’ M———, in Port of the Then Shiling 
he wove find at b——— Greed by the Gentel man at the 
Porrifh miting Rec'd the Conttents by me Gorg Shipen. 





AN ANE €or: 
ORD MANSFIELD was in the habits of -intimacy 


with Bifhop Trevor, who being much ind Sar Lord 

Mansfield called to fee him ; ; and while he we 18 room 
with the Bifhop’s Secretary for a minute, the late Dr. Ad- 
dington, his phyfician, was brought in a chair by two able- 
bodied chairmen, who were proceeding to carry him up 
flairs, pale and wan, and much debilitated, to his patient. 

The Bifhop’s Secretary, fearing that his Lord would be 
low-fpirited at fuch a f{cene, begged of Lord Mansfield to 
interpofe and go up firft. "The quicknefs of the reply could 
not fail to be treafured up. It was, “ By no means; let 
him go; you know nothing of human nature; the Bilhop 
will be put in good fpirits on feeing any one in a worfe con- 
dition than himfelf.”— Lord Mansfield was prophetic; and, 
on Dr. Addington’s taking leave, she chairmen had no foone: 
quitted the room with the fick fare, than the Bifhop hu- 
mouroufly faid, “ I fear the crows will foon have my ex- 
cellent phyfician :’”’ But inthis he was miftaken.  Bifhop 
Trevor died in a few weeks. Dr. Addington lived ma: ny 
years after he had been cohfigned to the crows by his princely 
patient the Bifhop of Durhat ns 








Anfwer, by Hermes, of Bath, to E. Tapley'’s Charad>, in- 
Jérted Odotber 2g. 
F UR —. . P , 
/OUR fifhes will thew, when in um ionthey meet, 
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Rennels, of Barn Raple: T. Bullock, a royai miner; aad 
W. Hoare, Jun. of D Prio 
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Anfwer, by T. Whicker, of ay Ne to G. Hazel’s Anagram, 
inferted OGober 29. 
TON well pleas’d fhall raife her TONE, 
In praife of Nelfon’s deeds; 
Shall NOTE in memory’s conftant fong, 
How he in fight fucceeds. 
With Britain’s azure girdle bound, 
The ZONE of valour and of fame; 
Shall fpread Britannia’s name around, 
In many a ZENO’s lotty ftrain. 

*4* We have received the like anfwer from W. Hoare, 
Jun. of Dean Prior; W. Rennels, of Barnftaple; Thomas 
Coumbe, of Stonehoufe; Thomas Jarvis, of Malborough ; 
T. Bullock, of the regiment of miners in Cornwall; Hermes, 
of Bath; R. Maffett, of Cargreen; N. Howard, of Ply- 
mouth ; and T. Filh, Jun. of Bridport. 





A QUESTION, by George Simpfon, Afifiant in Mr, Fohn. 


‘fon’s Mathematical Academy at Leak. 


T is required to find the fize of a filver tumbler 1-6th of an 

inch thick, and containing exaétly a wine quart, to coft 

the leaft money poflible, and to find what it comes to at 
6s, 4d. per oz. Troy. 





A CHARADE, by G. Pearfe, of Modbury. 


Britifh county bring to light, 
My firft you then will have in fight ; 
Part of a foot next make appear, 
My fecond will be feen moft clear : 
The whole, wher n join’d in order true,. 
Will fhew what’s worn within the thoe. 
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Treiufis’ Mount give Edgcumbe’s groves.” 
A Miner of Polgooth may refi affured, that every 
proper attention will be paid to his communications. 
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On cur late, NAVAL VICTORIES. 





AIL! great Albion’s conquering fons, 

H Appail’d your foes now tly ; 

The trump of fame your deeds proclaims, 
And wafts them to the fy. 


Ah Gallic foe ! what now avail 
Thy raft and floating tower? 
How durit'thou cope with Britain’s fons, 
And her all-conqucring power ? 
Know’ft thou not Britannia’s God 
Her battles doth direct? 
With potent arm doth fhield our land, 
And her brave fons protect? 


Seeo’er old Ocean’s wide expanfe 
Our conquering navies fly ; 

Each breatt illum’d with martial fire, 
Strikes terror from each eye. 


Our hardy tars, with hearts of oak, 
Ruth dauntlefs to the fight ; 

No Gallic foe can them difmay, 
Or their brave fouls affright. 

O]d Neptune, with his Triton train, 
Hails his much favour’d ifles ; . 
And fings her victories newly won, 

From Britain to the Nile. 


United thus, great freedom’s fons, 
Shall boaft of wealth and fame, 
Till Gallic foes appall’d fhall hear 

Renown’d Britannia’s name. 


And ye, brave heroes! who have fallen, 
And reft among the dead, 

Beyond the reach of common fate 
Your gallant fouls are fled. 


Now wafted to the realms of peace 
Angels your welcome fing, 

And laurell’d crowns of fparkling gems 
To each brave hero bring. 


Behold them with bright fancy’s eye 
Where endlefs pleafure flows, 


’T will 
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*Twill dry the fympathetic tear 
Which falls for human woes. 


Newton Abbot, December 31, 1798- 





Ode on the Performance of feleded Sacred Mufic for the Bs} 
nefit of the Male Afylum, 


}s 


[From Boyd’s Indian Obferver.] E 


7 


EARD ye not the folemn ftrain ? 
H Hark! the awful founds again ! 
Still thro’ the quiv’ring air they float, 
Each vary’d, lengthen’d, melting note : 
Now in refiftlefs majefty they roll, _ 
Now thrilling thro’ the heart, exalting now the foul, 





O magic charms! whofe potent fway, 

Or fires to rage, or melts to tears, 

Whofe power the paffions all obey, 

Love; hate, joy, grief, warm hopes, chill fears; 
Hail mighty power of all-commanding fong ! 
Sweet as the vernal breeze, as the high billow ftrong. 


When, from thy native, heavenly fphere, 
Defcending on the morta! ear 
Thou pour’ft the full, extatic flrain, 
Rapture borders upon pain, 
When from the awful paufe—again the full notes meet, § 
Almott for fenfe too ftrong, too exquifitely fweet. 


Can mufic’s charms more powerful move 
Than turn’d to glory or to Jove? 
Than in warm friendfhip’s generous glow, 
Than in foft pity’s tender woe ? 

-Yes— a fublimer theme our ear demands, 

And the beft paffions of the foul commands. 


O charity! thou Chriftian grace, 
Parent of good! of heavenly race! 
Uniting in thy facred call 
Love, friendfhip, pity, glory,—all ; 
Lo! atthy foftering thrine, with uplift hands, 
The poor, the helplefs infant orphan ftands! 


Pious orgies ftrike our ear ! 

Ange!s bow from Heaven to hear ; 

Sound again the hallow'd lays, 

Again the Hallelajahs raife, 
To notes of heavenly rapture touch the lyre, 
The orphan’s grateful voice thall fill the choir. 








